






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From: Hamilton, Gene (OAG)

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018 7:29 PM

To: DR /ulia Hahn

Subject: Evelyn Rodriguez, mother of girl allegedly killed by MS-13, fatally struck by car, cops say
| Newsday

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/rodriguez-kayla-ms13-struck-1.21012242

Evelyn Rodriguez, mother of girl allegedly
killed by MS-13, fatally struck by car, cops say

By Stefanie Dazio, Ellen Yan and Sandra Peddie stefanie.dazio@newsday.com @StefanieDazio
Updated September 14, 2018 7:10 PM
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atives/landscape 768/image.jpeg" alt="Evelyn Rodriguez, mother of victim Kayla Cuevas, testifies"
width="768" height="431" /&amp;gt;

Evelyn Rodriguez and a man confronted a woman in a sport utility vehicle near where her daughter
was killed two years ago, allegedly by MS-13 members. A vigil had been scheduled to take place
there on Friday. (Credit: News 12 Long Island)

Evelyn Rodriguez, whose 16-year-old daughter was killed in 2016  allegedly by MS-13 gang
members  was fatally struck by a vehicle Friday before a memorial service for her child, Suffolk
County Police Chief of Department Stuart Cameron said.

"Evelyn Rodriguez was struck by a vehicle on Stahley Street in Brentwood at approximately 4:10 p.m.
today, " police said in a statement. "She was transported to Southside Hospital in Bay Shore where
she was pronounced dead."

Rep. Peter King (R-Seaford), who was on his way to the memorial, tweeted on Friday evening that
Rodriguez had died. In a separate tweet, he said: "Prayers for Evelyn Rodriguez the mother of MS-13
victim Kayla Cuevas. Evelyn was struck by vehicle this afternoon at her daughter's memorial."

Rodriguez, mother of Kayla Cuevas, became a vocal youth advocate after her daughter's death and
met with President Trump. She also attended his State of the Union address earlier this year as a
White House guest.

A law enforcement source said Rodriguez and a man got into an argument with a driver on Friday
afternoon on Stahley Street. Rodriguez was struck by the vehicle after the dispute and died as a
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result of her injuries, the source said. The driver, a woman, stayed at the scene and has not been
arrested, but the incident is under investigation by the police department's homicide squad to
determine the motorist's intent, the source said.

King said he was on his way to the memorial when he received a call from one of Rodriguez's friends
who said she had been struck and had died. King had been talking to Rodriguez all week because
she had just filmed a campaign commercial for him, he said.

Authorities have said that Cuevas and her 15-year-old friend Nisa Mickens, both of whom were
students at Brentwood High School, were bludgeoned to death with bats and machetes by MS-13
gang members. Their bodies were discovered less than a day apart in Brentwood in September 2016.
Elizabeth Alvarado, mother of Nisa Mickens, arrived at the scene after the crash. She desperately

tried to get past the crime scene tape, but family members held her back. A few minutes later, she
broke down in tears and had to be led away from the scene.

Get the Breaking News newsletter!

Get the latest breaking news as it happens.
By clicking Sign up, you agree to our privacy policy.

Magaly Rivera, who said she had been friends with Rodriguez since Kayla and her son were small,
said she was on the way to the memorial when she got a call from Rodriguez's daughter.

“The only thing | know is my friend is dead,” she said. “And at the same place where she lost her
daughter.”

Federal prosecutors said Cuevas was involved in a series of disputes with members and associates
of MS-13, including disputes over social media. The more than a half-dozen alleged gang members
who have been indicted in the girls' slayings were supposedly hunting for rival gang members to Kill
when they happened to come across Cuevas and Mickens.

Rodriguez last year filed a $110 million federal suit against the Brentwood schools, claiming that the

district failed to protect her daughter against MS-13 gang members and ignored warnings about
repeated threats to the teen.

https://cdn.newsday.com/polopoly fs/1.14636833.1509044626!/httplmage/image.jpg gen/derivatives/
mugshot 88/image.jpg

Stefanie Dazio covers crime, criminal justice and breaking news.
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The Public Advocate
for the City of New York

Letitia James — Public Advocate

Via E-Mail and Regular Mail

August 16, 2017

Attorney General Jeff Sessions
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Sessions:

I write to you concerning the rise of white supremacist movements in the United States.
This past weekend in Charlottesville, our nation bore witness to what happens when a
hateful ideology morphs into violence. I applaud your announcement that the actions of
white supremacists this past weekend constituted “domestic terrorism” under 18 U.S.C. §
2331 and are being investigated as such. I remain concerned, however, that white
supremacists find a home in the White House, including at the highest levels of President
Trump’s staff.

The President’s Chief Strategist Stephen Bannon has published articles lauding white
supremacist groups and White House Deputy Assistant Sebastian Gorka has ties to a
Hungarian Nazi group.! White House Senior Advisor Stephen Miller has used language
linked to white supremacist groups in press briefings.> While the Constitutional rights of
these individuals must be protected, the increasing violence tied to extremist groups
requires swift action. I urge you to investigate Bannon, Gorka, Miller and anyone else in
the White House who may have ties to the KKK, Neo-Nazis, and other white supremacist
groups across the country.

The Southern Poverty Law Center — an organization that tracks domestic terrorist groups
and hate groups — has reported a significant rise in hate groups in the last two years.’
According to the Center, the largest spike in hate groups is among anti-Muslim groups;
relatedly, hate crimes against Muslims have jumped by 67% since 2015.* The Anti-
Defamation League cautions against determining the prevalence of white nationalist
based on group membership, because “[m]ost white supremacists do not belong to
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organized hate groups, but rather participate in the white supremacist movement as
unaffiliated individuals.”® Generally speaking, there has been a rise in white supremacist
violence since 2009.°

White supremacy is more than just a twisted ideology, it is a violent movement:

September 15-Oct. 4, 2001. Mark Stroman — a member of the Aryan Brotherhood — shot
three South Asian men. Mr. Stroman believed that they were from the Middle East and
described his crimes as retaliation for the attacks on 9/11.

December 8, 2003. Steven Bixby and his father, Arthur —members of the white
supremacist Sovereign Citizens movement - killed two police officers in Abbeville, South
Carolina during a dispute over the state's use of a 20-foot strip land adjacent to the
Bixbys’ property to widen a highway.®

May 24, 2004. Wade Lay and his son Christopher Lay killed a bank security guard in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as a part of a botched bank robbery — the goal of which was to obtain
money to pay for weapons they could use to kill the Texas officials who played a part in
the standoff at Waco, Texas.

October 13, 2004. Ivan Duane Braden was arrested after telling counsellors at a mental
health facility that he planned to blow up a synagogue and a National Guard Armory.
Braden possessed neo-Nazi literature at the time of his arrest.'’

June 10, 2005. Daniel J. Schertz - a former member of the KKK — was arrested after
selling pipe bombs to an undercover informant who told him he would use the bombs to
kill Mexican and Haitian immigrants.''

April 26, 2007. Members of the Alabama Militia were arrested after authorities
discovered a “cache of 130 homemade hand grenades, an improvised grenade launcher, a
Sten Mark submachine gun, a silencer, 2,500 rounds of ammunition and almost 100
marijuana plants.”"?

June 8, 2008. Members of the Pennsylvania Citizens Militia were arrested; authorities
found stacks of assault rifles and homemade explosives. The Militia members who were
arrested described plots to shoot black people from rooftops and assassinate the governor
of Pennsylvania."

July 27, 2008. Jim David Adkisson shot and killed two people and wounded seven others
during a children’s musical performance at a Unitarian Universalist church in Knoxville,
Tennessee. Adkisson told authorities that he targeted liberals because he believed that
they were ruining the country and that he hated LGBTQ people and black people.'*

> https://www.adl.org/education/resources/reports/state-of-white-supremacy
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January 21, 2009. Neo-Nazi Keith Luke shot and killed three black immigrants in
Massachusetts — killing two of them. He also had plans to attack a synagogue to “kill as
many Jews as possible.” Luke carved a swastika into his own forehead using a razor in
advance of a court appearance.'

April 4, 2009. Richard Andrew Poplawski, a frequent poster on white supremacist
websites, shot four Pittsburgh police officers — killing three — who responded to a
domestic violence incident at his home. Poplawski feared that a nation-wide “gun ban”
was imminent.'°

April 25, 2009. Joshua Cartwright shot and killed two sheriff's deputies in Florida who
were attempting to arrest him on domestic violence charges. Cartwright's wife told police
that he was "extremely disturbed" by Barack Obama's election.'’

May 30, 2009. Shawna Forde, Albert Gaxiola, and Jason Bush posed as border patrol
offices and murdered a Latino man and his nine-year-old daughter inside their home in
Arivaca, Arizona. Forde had belonged to the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps. They
planned 1‘[ghe robbery to raise funds for their splinter group, Minutemen American
Defense.

May 31, 2009. Scott Roeder killed Dr. George Tiller, an abortion provider, in a Wichita,
Kansas Lutheran church. Roeder has ties to the white supremacist Sovereign Citizens
movement."”

June 10, 2009. White supremacist James von Brunn shot and killed a security guard at
the Holocaust Museum in Washington D.C. A note in his car read: “The Holocaust is a
lie. Obama was created by Jews. Obama does what his Jew owners tell him to do. Jews
captured America’s money. Jews control the mass media.”*

June 25, 2009. Dennis and Daniel Mahon, brothers with ties to the neo-Nazi group,
White Aryan Resistance, injured three people with a mail bomb sent to a diversity office
in Scottsdale, Arizona.”!

March 25, 2010. Brody James Whitaker — a member of the white supremacist Sovereign
Citizens movement — shot two Florida state troopers during a routine traffic stop.>

May 10, 2010. Sandlin Matthew Smith planted a pipe bomb at a mosque in Jacksonville,
Florida. Smith reportedly wanted to “show Muslims that they were vulnerable too.”*’

1d.
'91d.
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ties
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May 20, 2010. Jerry and Joseph Kane — father and son, both members of the white
supremacist Sovereign Citizen movement — shoot and kill two West Memphis, Arkansas
police officers with an AK-47. **

January 17, 2011. Neo-Nazi Kevin William Harpham planted a bomb along the route of
the Martin Luther King Day parade in Spokane, Washington. Authorities discovered the
bomb and were able to defuse it.>

August 24, 2011. Cody Seth Crawford firebombed the Salman Alfarisi Islamic Center in
Corvallis, Ore.*

September 26—Oct. 3, 2011. In a multi-state rampage, white supremacists David Joseph
Pedersen and Holly Ann Grigsby murdered Pedersen's father and stepmother, a man they
believed to be Jewish, and a black man. Grigsby told authorities that they “were on their
way to Sacramento to kill more Jews.”?’

August 5, 2012. A white supremacist named Wade Michael Page murdered six people
and wounded three others at a Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin.® Page believed
that he was killing Muslims; he was a long-time Neo-Nazi.”

August 16, 2012. Seven members of the white supremacist Sovereign Citizens
movement murdered two Louisiana sheriff's deputies in an ambush.*

September 4, 2012. Christopher Lacy, who sympathized with the white supremacist
Sovereign Citizens Movement, murdered a California Highway Patrol officer.”!

April 13, 2014. Frazier Glenn Miller, an anti-Semitic white supremacist, murdered three
people in the area of a Jewish community center and Jewish retirement community in
Overland Park, Kansas.*?

June 8, 2014. Jerad and Amanda Miller murdered two police officers at a pizza
restaurant in Las Vegas and then murdered a customer at a nearby Walmart. The Millers
left a swastika on one of the bodies.>

November 28, 2014. White supremacist Larry Steve McQuilliams fired more than a
hundred rounds into a police station and a Mexican consulate in Austin, Texas. He also
attempted to burn down the consulate.*

June 17, 2015. Dylann Roof murdered nine parishioners at a historic black church in
Charleston, South Carolina. Roof cited white supremacist Council of Conservative
Citizens as inspiration for his attack.™

* https://www.splcenter.org/20100126/terror-right
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July 24, 2015. John Russell Houser, a neo-Nazi and white supremacist, murdered two
women at a screening of the Amy Schumer comedy Trainwreck in Lafayette, Louisiana.*®

November 24, 2015. Four men with ties to white supremacist groups shot and wounded
five Black Lives Matter protesters in Minneapolis.®’

March 20, 2017. A 28-year-old white supremacist named James Harris Jackson stabbed
a 66-year-old black stranger to death in midtown Manhattan. Jackson described the

attack as a “practice run” for more killings and believe that the “white race is being
eroded.”®

May 26, 2017. White supremacist Jeremy Joseph Christian stabbed two men to death
who were protecting two Muslim women that Christian attempted to attack.”

I fear that this violence will continue unabated unless the Department of Justice takes
immediate action against those who seek to use violence in pursuit of their twisted
worldview. [ therefore urge you to direct the Department of Justice to open an
investigation into the rise of white supremacist violence, including: whether any White
House staff are coordinating with members of hate groups in any way that may constitute
incitement of violence; how deep the influence of white supremacy exists in the White
House; and most swift ways to rid our federal government of white supremacists.

As you know, the Department of Justice has historically led efforts to eradicate violence
fueled by race hatred and extremist ideologies. In the middle of the 20th Century, many
crimes against African-Americans who fought for their civil rights would have gone
unpunished, but for prosecution by the federal government. Indeed, the Department
continues to prosecute cold cases from the civil rights movement and to prosecute
individuals who engage in acts targeted at religious, ethnic, and racial minorities. In the
years since 9/11, the DOJ created a “backlash discrimination team,” prosecuted those
who targeted members of Muslim, Middle Eastern, or South Asian communities and
conducted risk assessments to prioritize issues and communities that needed protection.
Now, the DOJ must build on this legacy of protecting Americans’ civil rights. The
victims of violent white supremacy deserve action and our nation demands it now.

Sincerely,

Letitia James
Public Advocate for the City of New York
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	This responds to your Freedom of Information Act request, dated and received in this Office on August 29, 2018, seeking records reflecting communications with our about Stephen Miller or referencing a particular phone number.  This response is made on...



