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To James M. lMcInsrney, Assistant ittt

orney” G&Reral, DATE- -June 5, 1950
Criminal Division . T .
FROM Z;‘ﬁilliam . Foley, Chief, Internal Security Section FERam
SUBJECT:  =7RA POUMND; 146-7-3672 /
/ Fr P = .‘ /6"'A.L —1\937
Colee s 146~28-2001

Treason.

Transmitted herswith are memoranda regarding the three
above named individuals. In the Pound case M¥iss Fillius recommends
against any action at this time %o reopen sanity proceedings or to
dismiss the indictment. 1In the . ::.  case Miss Fillius recommends
that the facts be bresented to a arapd Jury, and in the i .- case
Mr. Deiolfe and Hr. Xnapu recommend against prosecuticn

For reasons set forth herein I am in agreement with the
conclusions in the Pound and . y: cases. In tne L /- case i%
is my opinion that while a successful prosecution m.gnt result, I
recomend ageinst any action at this date.

As vo the Pound case it is generally known tnat the
conditions of coniinement of Pound have teen made as acreeable
as vossible and efforts nave teen made in his behalf to obtain
nis dischargze on the grounds that he is sane, while at the same
time efforss were made to induce the Department to ask dismissal
of the indictment against him. It is also known thatv Pound was
adjudged insane at the time of the sanity hearing by the ‘neaw
school" of psychologists and that in the opinion of many he is
no more insane than most of the other persons who have been
indicted and convicted of treason since the close of Horldar II.
In 1948 at the time efforts were made to obtain Pound's release,
this Depariment addressed a letter to the Superintendent of

Saint Zlizabeth's Hospital who adviced by letter of November 23,
1348 that in his opinion Pound was not mentally comrebtsant te stand
Shzra

trial wnen admitted to the hospital, and it is unlikely that
would be any substantial improvement in his condivion. I
the dats contained in iflss Fillius' memorandum, it would appear
impossible to reopen sanltj uroceoulncs in the lignt of Dr. Gver-
holser's conclusion. &ven though the indictment be faulty however.
I agree with Miss Fillius that the Department should “nder no ci
cumstances take any action looking toward the dismizsal of the

indictment. / - -
In the > ce 1t appears very likely that a successful
ense on the ground of Guress could be establisned. ILikewise,

thereswould be some difficuliy in proving intent and the sufflciencv
of tne overt acts. The Department's experience witih juries in re
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treason cases militates against prosecution where overt acts are
not strongly supported. Furthermore, in the case of broacca%ners
the Depariment's experience has also shown that tne substance of
the material must be of a flagrant nature.

Wnile ¥iss Fillius has written a persuasive memorandum
in the ../ - case, I believe that the following observaiions
are pertinent and are the bases upon which I disagree witn her
recommendation. In the first place, while this factor does not
concern guilt or innocence, it is my opinion that five years having
passed since the conclusion of the war, any prosecution for treason
based upon radio broadcasts made during the war must involve material
reflecting a strongly anti-American bias aimed toward afiecting the
war effort. In the light of this factor the i case proved to
be a comparatively insignificarnt one, and the 7. - - case viould, I

‘

believe, be even less significant and less convincing'to a jury. Of
the overt actis for which proof is now available, most of them involve

" broadcasts ¢f a pacifist nature and involve /i pet theory of

i3

"

energocracy. it is true that fthere are some more violent statements
which iss Fillius lists as possible overt acts, proof of wnich would
require additional investigation, probably involving servlng someone
to Japan to obtain necessary witnesses. At this point the - i7 -

-

and " . cases are similar and ¥r. DeWolfe's conclusicn as to expsense
and the need of additional investigation would aovply with regard to
the =~ - case snould it be decided to use those acts which
Wlss TFiliius calls possible overt acts. I believe also that

e case is not as distinguishable from the v case as
r. DeWolfe zssumes in nis conclusion. The Provoo case is, of course,
dlfPe“enu, veing based on much more serious acts than radio broadcasiing
alone.  "In fact, lr. Story has cstated that the Grand Jury in the Frovoo
case GHGSulOPed the advisability of including any overt acits relating

te radio broadcasts.

P
7

I% is noted that ¥r. E11iff in 1946 recommended agzsinst

Drosecxulor of on the grounds of insanity. Since that tinme
nas been in ny office and I would say from ons contact wiin
him that ne appears to be as eccentric as any who have teen indicted
for treeson and from all of the facts available i% would not be
surevrising 17 ne were adjudged insapne. 1 agree thaid is
thoroughly despicable and that tnere is proof of intent. I am not
sure, however, that a jury would agree ne intended to aid the Japanese

ey

on the basis of tne overt acts for which witnesses ar
These tend generally vo favor a pacifist, anti-~war at
statements against President Hoosevelt are probably o
treasonable zlthough I do agree that a prisoner of war doss not have
the same fresedom to criticisze the President as, for example, the

Chicage Trivune. In the svent it is decided to presenu the facts in

il ca3z vo a2 grand jury, 1% should be borne in mind, T believe

*
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that the case would probably be presented in Idaho where it is
possible that i 7 Mormon background and tne facv that

he was a prisoner of war may be used to considerable advantage
for the defendant.

Attachment
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STANDARD FORM NO, 84

SUBJECT:
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ATES GOVERNMENT

TO TMr, MeInerney S DATE: June 6, 1950
Mr. Whearty : TWM:RPW:DJ

Ezra Pound; 146-7-3672Y

L 146-28-1835

S Tregson. 146-28.-2001

In his single transmittal memorandum Mr. Foley has forwarded
individusl recommendations with respect to the disposition of the above
three treason cases.

As ‘o the Pound case, 1t ig recommended, and Mr. Foley concurs,
that no steps be taken at the present time to reopen the question of
Pound's sanity. I also concur in this recommendation. The basic memo-
randum indicates that extreme difficuity would be encountersed in meseting
our burdea of proof if Pound wers declared sane and the Government forced
to trial. However, I don't see any point to initiating any investigation
at this time to rzmove these deficiencies. If and when Pound is declared
sane, a then current appraisal of the available evidence will have 1o De
made and, in any event, some investigation probably conducted to locate
witnessss and refresh their recollections. Any investizafion undertaken
now would appear futile since it would have to be repeatzd at such
futurs date. .

. N .
Wiith respect to the -+ case, both ¥r. Foley =nd I concur
in the recommendation of Messrs. Deflolfe and Xnapp that prosecution be
dropped. However, I understand Mr. Ford thinks the cass should be

" prosecuved. This is undoubtedly & matter which will navs to be cleasred

through him.

© With respect to the -/ case, Miss Fillius who wrote the
basic memorandum recommends prosecution. Mr. Foley disagreses, placing
his disagrezement on the grounds of -~ v mental lack of balance |
and the fact that the bulk of his broadcast material is of a pacifist é
nature, and emphasized ~ personal theory of "energocracy." '
Howene, . 'C record of collaboration with the Japaness was sucl 1
thei’ I believe the case warrants prosecution. It may de that the case

. also will have to be clearsd finally by Mr. Ford or the Attormey !

General.
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation - October 24, 1945

Theron L. Caudld, Asgistant Attorney Genersal, TLC:SCEslr
Criminal Division 4Z“
Treason Investigations NGV 4 0 146-28-237-1

’ This 18- 111 roply to your memorandum of Ootober 4 1945
relative to the requeat of \: (T of ‘the Propag&ndu
Branch of G-2, Washington, D.,c., for information concerning Eira
"Pound; Donald Day.and other treason subjeots being- held by the. -
:'United S’co.tea Army in’ Europs at the: present time, .

‘Ihero would appenr to be no objeotion ‘o giving b, UCE)
: information of a general nature oconcerning these subjects!
aotivities of a treasonable nature. However, it would not be
advisable to disclose any faots of an evidentiary nature. As
your memorandum does not specify the type of information desired
by (¢, T{C) 1t 1s not poasible for me to. state unequivoeally
whether or not you should reply to her request.

e

.v:,C:C; Records td
LT M E11iff
T %pron. :
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U RdMsmen

| Gotober 23, 1947

"Hr. Jc}m . I(at-l ” -
. Poreign Activity Gorrezabian Bivision
- Departzant of - mta L
'ﬁsehingﬁen, De € -

‘Bear ¥r. Real:

: This relates to your reference form dabed October &,,
1947, trunsnitiing t Mr. Fo-Ha Frnn‘k:e, Crimdnal Division,.
Dopartment of J:\atims, lettors frcm Je Fa Euddleston, Eirsﬁ
ucmta.r} of Embuesy and Consul, fme, ard

A doted July 38, and sy z& 1947, raspeotiwly. R
requeating additional psysents £or the saven Italian ot‘b&neﬁns B
Wha served wa government wﬁmessna in tha cesa of‘ Uniwd L
statos v. azra Pm.mé. J .

n Febru&ry 19, 19&6, Limrt:snant Golansl Jemes ¥. rxir}c
Division of Cenirsl Services, Departmert of State, was. requautad
to xaka erravgements for.the _payment - of trexsportation frem
Paris 4o Rome end Hilew, 6o woll-&s hilleting snd =mesa &u'Paris -
© Tuntdl train départure time of these-witnesses. Such expeéudes
- ware. reimburidd fo. the Ftate. Department by this office ofit .
T EpFAl 11,1946, and it 5.& o)t thut euffiolent payments were
o made %o the: witnosma. - ¥he- mtter of mde«aa:ing the porbion of L
v':‘-‘raﬁ.m&d Clokvta which had expired world gppear te be one for :".f Lo
. the witneskes to have taken up with the offies whioh issued the. ‘
tioke‘csﬁ }:Io fm*fzhar aa‘& on"thoer:ai‘am, e.ppeara to be necaasary

biuoﬁrely youra ’

L B As ﬁndmt‘ta
0 admdatstrative Assistant IR
‘to thu Aﬁtamay (:emml L
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TO : Mre S. A, Andretta e DATE: April 20, 1% BRIy Div
Administrative Assistant to the Attormey General Re&wéaonf“

FROM : E. J. Mdatchett i Corthell
Chief, Accounts Branch P 3Mr. Loven o

SUBJECT: Additioral payments, Italisn witnesses, United Statss v. 3Zzra Pbygd;wv N

4 o

On behalf of the sesven Italiasn witnesses who served in the above-mentioned case,

L one of the witnesses, makes a second plea for additional
payments which they fesl eare due them because of their dslay in travsl between
Paris and Rome. On October 15, 1947, in responss to the first plea, I recommended
that no additional payments be made since it appeared that the only financial
hardship they encountered was the two~day detention at the Swiss border aund
possibly the cost of the portion of rail tickets whioh were not wvalid at the border.

To be Jjust and impartial, a further review was made of the facts, which are
herewith broken down into the phases of (1) original agreements, (2) actual
payments, (3) requestsd additional payments and (4) recommendations:

-
l. Agreements. 7?59:”
(a) It was agreed to pay each witness rowndtrip transportation and SoTE

$17 per day ($10 for fee and $7 per diem in lieu of subsistence),

suech subsistence and compensation payable up to the time of retwum

to their homes in Italy. . /i -y
(v) This offics requested the State Dspartment to have/ the“American =

Consul in Paris arrange for transportation from Paris to Rome ag

wall as to make the necessary arrangements for their billeting end )

mess wnile in Paris. ’

—

. : A
2., Payments.. = s
%aiiOn February 26, 1946, final payments of $17 per day, through March 1 =
and 2, 1946 (contemplated arrival dates in Milsn and Rome, respectively,
were meds and traunsportation requests were furnished from Washington,
D. C. to Paris. ,
(b) This Department reimbursed ths State Department $210.57 to cover meals
and hotel accommodations during their delay in Psris...February 28
through Xarch 5. The Stats Department was also reimbursed $135.84¢ for
rall transportation from Paris to Rome and Milen,

d¢ Request.
(&) 317 per day for the period March 1 through 10, dats of actual arrival
in Rore.

>
.

Recommendations.

The unsxpacted delay in Paris may be attributed to this Department
in ellowing insufficient time for such detailed arrangements to be
made by the Embassy in Paris (cable received in Psris 8 days prior
b T to the arrival of the witmesses), especially in view of the high
itLﬁ{/’ A prierity system for travel in those days. Such difficulties could
R / not bz fully appresciated in this country, and it csrtainly camnct
“/iz;' be said the witnesses were at fault. The fact that a portion of
J




of their tickets was deolared inavlid at the Swiss border 1s
probably ftrue; securing refunds for unused tickets is un~
doubtedly & major operation and impossible in a foreign cowntry.
Taking these facts into consideration, it is felt that the
witnesses may be justified in requesting some additional compensa=
tion to off-set their expenses from Paris to Rome. 1t seems We &re

bound to fulfill our contract of providing roundtrip transportation,
regardless of invalid tickets. ’

In view of the fact that the mess and billet was paid by this

Department during their 6-day stay in Paris, e further compenseation
for this period is not deemed necessary.

(a) It is recommended that additional compensation for & period of

days, rether than the requestéd ten, be authorized. This will cover
ths four-dsy delay from Paris to destination as well as compensate
%o & large extent for rail fare over that portion of the trip. Such
sn authorization (417 per dey to 7 witnesses for 5 days) would
involve & total expenditure of $595.00 from the special allotment of
$80,000, Fees of Witnesses, Department of Justice, 1946, in which
appropriation thers is an approximate balance of $30,000.

five

An appropriate letter of authorization, for the signature of The Assistant to
the Attormey General, is attached.

Approved: "ﬁi:E;i‘A7 . ééza f¢Lv¢:Ei::-—"  ‘ -

F
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ATETT April 29, 1948
The Honorable ot
ihe‘Sec?etarx of State SECCUR
Washington, . C. *

- My dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is mades to Form DS«14 dated Harch 29, 1948, from Mre.
Jokn D, ¥eal, Foreign Activity Correlation Division, transmitting to
Mr. S. A. nndretta Adminiatrative Assistant to the Attorney General,
letters from - and e William Blake, Second
Secretory of‘Emhassy‘anc Consul Rome, Italy, dated December 21, 1847
and February 27, 1948, respectively, agasn requesting additionsl
payments to the seven Italien citizens who served as govermment
witnesses in the case of United States v. Ezra Pound from November,
1945 through Februery, 1946,

Further consideration has hean given these requests, and it is
still the opinion of this Department that the provision of billet and
neels during the six-day deluy of the witnesses in Paris, en route to
Italy, was adgquate compensation. Taking into sccount the further delay
and expenses incurred from Paris te Italy, undoubtedly ocsused by post-
war tramspertation restrietions snd priorities, it has been concluded
that an additionsl payment of §L7 per day for a period of five days to
each witnass iz the maximum adjustment which cen be allowed.

It ia, therefore, requested that the proper American Consul
arrange for the payment of §17 per dsy for & pericd of five days, ar a
total of £85 to each of the followlng individuals:

It will be greatly apprecistad if your Department will draw a draft
against the speciel allotment of $50,000 under the appropriation
"1660811.002 - Fees of ¥itnesses, Department of Justice, 1946" o
cover these accounts, for the period March 6 through 10, 1946.

Tours sincerely,

P'Tp AND MAILE 'PEW{TON FORD
/ ~APR 2‘3 1943 Al Peyton “Ford - o
f LLLA/ ‘;7 The Assistant to the Attormey Ceneral \4$Q
A | v
) APR 2 1948 o
v | 168
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Oﬁice J\/Iemomnd%m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

; —i- s amp oAl
TO The Tiles DATE: Ccicboer 25, 1943
FROL;Q): Wiiliam Z. Foley, Chief, Internal Security Section WEF:Ir
SUBJRCT: D&. ZZ2A 2CND 1L6=7-3672

4 Terson wno identified himself as : a practicing

physician in the District of Columbia, called at this office today
) to incuire whether the Department.contemplated prosecution of
, Ezra Pound. S said that - .. . who is interested in poetry
: has Irecuently visited Pound at St BElizabeth's Hospital and
has also visited him and feels sure that Pound is guite sane. He
indicated that Pound has considersgble freedom at the hospital and
is continually in communication with many leading poets and literary
figures., He expressed his opinion that since Pound is so obvicusly
sane he snould either be released from St, Elizabeth's Hospital or
brought to trial and said that he would recommend that Pound take
steps to obtain his release,

é‘%/wmwmya@ m/\y{//?éwz‘*%
Warefped Gurdialion oty fuectn SP Stiyudeiliis Gmdl St
%Aw;»w«fz;//waw, Wm/é%%\//f !
Wiz | V4 |

- G7




1 b~T=3672

November 1, 19438

ir. ¥infred Overholser
Superintendent

St. Fliesabeth's Hospital
h'ashingtOIl, - D. Cc

Cear Tr. Overholser:

From time to time, this Department receives
inguiries concerning the present mental condition
of Dr. Ezra Pound who, as you know, is under indict-—
ment for treason in the District of Columbia. Re-'
cently, a local physician, who identified himself
as /. 7.¢, -called upon the Department to ascertain
whether the Department contemplated trial ef Pound
or would object to his release. L i{(  advised
that {.1/c. who 1s interested in poetry frequently
visits Pound and that Pound, whom they toth believe
to be qulte sane, is in continual commmnication with
mnany leading poets and literary figures.

The Department is interested in your opinion
~ as to Pcund's mental condition and particulerly wishes
to be advised whether it is your opinion that Pound 1ls
unw'suxficiently'aane to stand tri&l on the charges -
acainst himg

Resnﬂctfully,

For the Attorney General

ALEXANTDER H. CANPBELL
Asalstant Attaerney General

CC: Records
3 Chrono,
Mr., Foley
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HORARION YOR THE FILES

w < ﬂ}\ . .
- » - Bal Pred ¥, Ealtenbash: ' Rc_lward Leo Delaney, with nliases
(-146-28~237) {146-28-240) '
Constancs Draxol: : Jans Anderson, wﬁh allasos
(145-28-229) (L46~20-233)
_ Robert H. Bauts Dr. Pers Pound:
5 (146-28-248) ‘ (146~7-3673)

Louglas Chemdlé_r .
(14H-28-2373)

Hr. Jma; tiainerney. Chief, .‘?&tiona}. Befenae Section, and the
writer, conferred with\  (,,( (C) Supervisor, Federal) Bureau of
Investigation, on Hovember 2, 1943, relative to the prospective in=
diotzents to be aought asgainet the above-pamed subjects for $reason.
The evidence neceasary for the succesesful prosecution of the cases
wag discassed end 1t was ooncluded that the Bureau should conduct
- further investigation reletive to aagh of the sdbove-nsned sudjscts
-in accordanos with the. fcnowing suggestions, some of which have been
vrev.tmaaly transnittad to tbe Euresut
_ evtleS " - .and omerg
‘ra&io oomnhators and newspsper nen snd woman, as well as nenmbera
of the 3tate Dapartment or other persons who had been in Germany or
Italy » r t‘.o the entry into the wsr end who mdght hove infermation
- aongarn he above subjeots should be intorvievéd, In addition to
. any gmsral inforastion which cnn be obtained  from them, 4t ahould be.
- particulsrly nacertained whether they msy heve seen the sudjeoty in mny
.. saexy Yroadensting station, were present while he or ghe was conduct-
ing & brosdonst or have other information of value to. which they could
taat!ty that would tend to prove thot the sudbjeat= wasr angaged in sach
‘metivity: whether they ars familisr with the subject's volee and counld
identify 1%3 1f so, whether they have heard any of the enemy propa-
gendr broadoasts purportedly made dy the mabjest sinae Recember 8, 1941 -
snd have recognized the yolce of the speaker. as that of “the mbjech:
snd vhethar the subject may have acknowledged to them tha fact he or
she hns engaged in.such: broadeasting. o

e
e e 2
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Agquaintances, friends and relativen bfithe sﬁhjeot ghould dbe
located and interviewed with respect to their mdility to identify
the sudject's volce and ms to whether they also have listensd to

the broadeasts attriduted to the subject, and have recognized his or
her voice,

¥ith raference to Fred Ksltembach, it wonld appeer that (r,77(C

a ¥avarly, lows sttornay, might have information of vslus
"4n this respect. hocerding to information received Yy the Bureau,

A, T nenticned in s gumber of that subject's
hm&db@-stﬂv ’

In regard to the identificntion of the smbject's voice by per-
sons fanilisr with 1%, but wvho have never hoard it on the radie, it
wan suggested thst the Federal Suresu of Investigntion might zive such
- pargons an opportunity to hear the mmbject's prograzme or ihe record-
dng thersof and thus ascertalin 4 identifiacntion could be muds,

Parsons amployed by the Folderzl Compunications Comnmiszsion in con-
_nection with tha resceiving, reocordins and transefibing of the sublset's
brosdonstes showld be intarviswed relative to tho dote the broadosasts
ware Tirst rsesived by the Federal CGommmunications Commisgion snd zs %o
their abllity to 1dentify the voice of the broadcaster as aeing the
sane from that dnte to the prement tima.

. The following nersons are listed on the coples of the transcripis
of the hraszdeasts as being transcridbers or ndnitors:

i AR
0 C)

A certified copy of the subject'a hirth cersi<isnts should be
obkainea. if vossibls, Logather with othar avidenca of the date and
placa of his or her birth

. With referance g Constanca Drexel. & vertified qopy 9f the naturale-
f{zation cartifioate of her fathar shonld be obtmined and 2ll facts
naecossary to eatallish her derivative citizenship should be sscertained,
-together with the witnesaes thareto;igiha racords of the Stete Depart-
ment should be exanined and certified coples of the subjec®'s apnli--
cationa, pagsports, and othsr docunents rslating to him or her should
ba obtsined which might establish and which would be admissible as
eviderce to prove tha datae sad placs of his ar her bdirth, or other
facts gnch as a declaration of continued loyalty to the United States,
indlenting thet the smbjsot has not expatriasted bimself or herself
or stetemqnta nade by ths subjeet to the effect thet he or she ie en-
gaged in redio brosdensting activities in onesy countriee The neme

)
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and availability of o State Depariment official who can tastify to
the guthenticity of nuoh doc:msnts should also be sscertmined,

It ghould bhe establiahed. poaaldly vy &, 7 0 resently
in the erploy of Pederal Eurean of Investigation, that all Serman
"radic stationa are onarated under the supervision and conirsl of the

German ¥inlatry of Propaganda and Enlightenment, snd that the persons
broadoasting therefrow are in the empley of tha Serman governaent,

A witnesx should be obtoined who cen teatify that the rwiio
station from which the sghject's drosdeastea emnnate uses a wave length
‘accessibla on Avernge comwerolisl raile raceliving sets 2nd that %he

brozdesats are an 5 mebtser of fret banmed or diregtsd %o %ie United
States. -

Copier of tramscripts of broedeasta by the subjsct =ubseguent
to thoee now in the Griminal Division records should B¢ odtsined
the Federal CommunicaQioaa Constssion,

Innssuch as some of the sbove investigation is presently bdelng

-conducted by the Imreau and ae the matter waa discussed »tv lengih in
the confersnce, it wes| @N(C )  opinfon thot e mepmcrondus reguest-
ing sach iInformation would h¢ unnecesaery. 3o writien request for
further investigation was therefors made te the Bureau reloilve tc the
ratters dlgcussed at the confeorence. | (g0 (C) indiested thzt sach
investigetion woenrld Ve lzuedletely icpiituted wad every effort should
‘he made to complete the same within twe veeks.

SAFUEL €. KLY
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146-28-237 oo

It is stated in the report of Special Agent ley 7C gl

- Philedelphia, Pennaylvanis, dated December 26, 1942, that cenfiéential
informant T-l has adviged that he can testify te the fsct that
German radio statione are owned and opsrated by the German Qwamment.

Please furnish the Criminal Division with the nams and resi&ence
address of confidential informant T-~1l, It is also desired that
¥ou ascertain whether he will be available during the next 60 days
to teet;ity in grand jury procesdinga.

It i assumed that confidential informant T~1 abeve-mentionecd,
is identical with confidentisl informant T-1 who is menticned in the
report of Spacial Ageal L1ECH Philadelphia, ?mnayxvania,
dated December 23, 1942, in the case of De. Ezra Pound. [egagn,  our
file Ko. 1&6*?*3&72, v&m has advised that he can ! _., het

WENDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attorney General.
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146-28-237 —\ . " aprir 30, 1943

ey (C)
Renearch Depariment
Goronet Kegazine
919 Horth Michigen Avexma
»Ghicaga. Illinois

Dear CO Tee )

in- reply to ymxr letter dated Aprll 21, 1943,
vou are advised that Hzra Pournd, Jane Anderson, Coneta.nce
Drexel, Fred Ealtenbach, Douglas Chsndler and Robert Best
have mt hean 1naioted for treason,

‘fha atampeﬁ eelf-—a.ddreaaed envelope vhich you
encloaed with your letter ie returned herswith.

:Easpectfully,

For the Attorney Generel

. VEHDELL BRHGE
Agsistant Attorney General

Enclosure
Bo, 999529

Tore
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CORONET
MAGATZINE

919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
CHICAGO

April 21, 1943

Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

A few months ago we read an announcement from
the Department of Justice that six Americans
who had been broadcasting in ZBurope for the
Axis were ''soon to be indicted for treason.'
These persons were Hzra Pound, Jane Anderson,
Constance Drexel, Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas
Chandler and Robert Best.

We should like to know whether the indict-
ments have yet been made.

Please reply as guickly as possibly as this
information is urgently needed. 4 stamped
self-addressed envelope is emclosed for
your convenlence. ’

Very truly yours,
COROHWHET

(o, (C)

VB:ZA I Research vepzriment
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CORONET
M AGAZINE
919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

CHICAGO
May 4, 1943
Refer to: WB:SCE:CB

146-28-237

Mr. ¥Wendell Berge
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Berge:

We thenk you very much f‘or your letter of
April 30, telling us that Ezra Pound, Jane
Anderson Constance Drexel, Fred Yaltenbach
Douglas Chendler and Robert Best have not
bcen 1nd1cted for treason.

Would it be possible for you to tell us
when the Department of Justice announced
that the persons mentioned above were "“socon
to be indicted for treason?™

We would be very grateful to you for this
information,

Very truly yours,
COCRONET

@/'7((:)

VB:EA ' Research Department
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WB-SCE-BGL o

146~28-237 __ ( q
May 19, 1943.

le,7(¢c)

Research Dep&rtment Coronet Eagazlne,
919 North Michigan Avenus,
Chieago, Illinois.

Cr TEC)

fleceipt 1s acknowledged of your letter dated. Bay L, 1943,
in which you ask when the Department of Justice announced that Ezra
Pound, dJane Anderson, Constance Drexel, Fred Kaltenbach, Douglas
Chandler and Robert Best were "soon to be indicted for treason®.

I

You are sdvised that no official ennouncement of any
kind has been made by the Department of Justice relative to thsse

persons. .
'Raspectfully,
For ﬁhé Attorney General,

WERDRELL BERGE,
Asgistant Attorney General.

SIGNED AND WAt
MAY 19 1943 |
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MEMORANDUM FOR-THE DIREGTOR, e
Federal Bureau.of Investigation, o
Re: )
v/
| . . FREDERICK WILHELM KALTENBACH, with:gliases
‘i ; :JANE- ANDZRSON,; .with aliases
| ROE?‘BT HEKNRY - B...ST, with aliases =
,.ﬁOUGLAS CHAMBLER, wWith aLliae '~

.. . EDWARD. 1EG- DELA&'IH, with aliases

.+ CONSTANGE DREXEL, - with . dllases
| ") DR..EZRA POUND
’ »-‘THEASON ‘

It is.desired that you aapertain the availability of
T - '760) Philadelphia, Pennaylvania, who has been prevx.ously
interviewed, for the purpose. of testifylng before a grend jury

. at- Bashington,. D, C.. .some time durixz,g the l&tter part of this
month or the fore pa.rt of. July

, It is also desired tha.t. m’range.«asnts ba ‘mede for a member of
_this ‘Division to: hear: the recordings of the eeveral broadcasts of

. the above—-named subjacts nhlch Jou, ha.\re bean using for voice identi~
fication purposes.

Reawct-mlly’
blGNhu
o 'WERDELL BEEGE,
N e Assiata.nt. At.tomey General.

|
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L August 13, 1943.

1 S
f /F/ 7(C)
| Long Beach, Bew York.

am" G 7ee) TR e

' - Recedpt is a::imuwledged of mur'letﬁer datad ngust 6
19&3, in which you' request a-copy of ‘the indietmt ngaim:t Ezm,

Pound ‘snd other Americans broadcapting for f.he & i Eight: aeparate‘ eyt

indictaents were returned in these cascm.:
& copy.of the indictment sgainst Douglas chandler., *
g agains'b ‘the other. seven def&ndant.s &re very similar

Tha Micmmts

aeapect,rmy, S

For t&e Attqrpey Ganera.l >
‘ WENDELL BERGE, v
Msistant Attorney ﬁeaeml.
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Augusgt 6, 1943

Jusfice Depsrtment A L -
, : - Ry ey
Weshington D.C, L - o

Dear Sirg:

i [T
(: -Hu“'if ’ j i“‘v‘q
I am currenﬁly working on a radio- sorlpt ‘Fo r WNYC

based on the Federal indictuent of Ezrs Pound and other

Americans who engaged in propaganda work for the Axis. If
1%, 1s possible I should like to obtaln & copy of the indictmentd
a8 1% was issued by the Justice Depurtment to be sent to the

above address

Sincerely yours,

(o1 CC Y

v

2

P

W

Long Beach, New. Yoruﬁ
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Attorney General Biddle, ¥ R

Department of Justice, QUG 27 1943 ?
Washington, D.C. - <> 4
S 74

Deax Sir: “::’“LSE? GERET

RE P myusovtiy ”--"'

In the conviction and trust that justice
is truly the purpose and pursuit of our national
department of which you are the head, I take the
liberty of referring to your clemency the unique
and psychological case of the poet, Ezra Pound.
For nearly forty years this utterly conscientious,
overwrought and over-learnéd man has been my inbti-
mate friend, with whom I often quarreled for his
il1l-considered actions., In this, the gravest moment
that can come in the life of a man it is perhaps
conceivable that his friends and hlS country have
an historic duty in understanding him.

Yy

You -know, Sir, the lack of political wisdom
amongst great poets of all time; no doubt the in-
fluence of Yeats, a bosom friend, had to do with
the misleading of Pound; but as a character witness
I can but protest the linking of his name whose
deathless poetry was near to madness, with those
others whose fault seems to be rational: men of the
United States Army!

I beg you, - in the words of this, one of.
America's few great poets - "If so be His will, with
whom are all things and through whom are all thlngs
good" - to consider this rare being who is in your
care, to save him for his own country's sake.

Yours very truly

@( “UWe )

OMDewle

ferr
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Mr. Francis Biddle

N

Attorney General 'mgmnnm,
Department of Justice ,
washington, D.€. | e MAY 8 - 1945 }
Dear Sir: i T "9

- N

'»h(‘.."n : Y A\
Having learned in today's newspapers of the arrest oﬂ/Eéégﬁédﬁﬁﬁgix
in Italy, I feel it incumbent upon me to write to you on his behalf,
In the present inflamed state of public opinion, I have no doubt that
the penalty your department will ask for when his case comes to trial
- will have great weight in the determination of the final sentence to
be passed upon the poet. For that reason I feel it doubly urgent to
suggest for your-consideration certain factors which may tend to mini-
mize the severity of your attitude toward Mr. Pound.

The punishment of those giving aid and comfort to the enemy should
conform to the dictates of natiopal .interest; it is extremely &oubtful
that the harsh treatment of Mr., Pound would be in the national interest.
Mr. Pound's purposes in breoadcasting for Italy were, I am convinced,
neither mercenary nor uwnpatriotic. He has many admirers in this country,
in England, and in France who seem to have beem both able and willing
to prevént him from suffergmdg financial embarrassment. In his espousal
of an umpopular political philosophy his aims have been pedagogic. He
is not the type of man to seek territorial aggrandizement and material J—
affluence for another country at th@ expense of the United States. |
Concerning the nature and effectiveness of his broadcasts you must be
better informed tham ¥, but I find it difficult to believe that so eso-
teric a master as Mr. Pound could have very much influence over the poli-
tical imfim thinking of his countrymen, from whose ways of life he has |
removed himself for so many years. In his career Mr, Pound has brought
great honor and glory to American letters, distinction of a character *“

~more than sufficient to compensate for-his temporary political aberrance.
His talent, in inverse proportion to his political responsibility,
should not be taken as an aggravating condition-~he is not, after all, .
either a politically informed journalist or the master of a mass audience
.like Miss Ferber's or Mr. Cronin's--but perhaps as inevitably concomi-
tent with a certain imprudence to be condoned for the sake of his services
to American poetry. Thkere is an unfortunate tendency in America to |
“gang up" on practitioners of comparatively esoteric art forms, a ten- '
dency which has manifested itself indirectly in our comments on the fa}l
of France and on the lack of political awareness on the part of our wri- ‘
ters between the two wars. We should beware lest, in the trial of Mr.
pound, we indulge our dislike for unpopular activities in the field of 4
culture and justify legalistically actions more befitting the National
Socialist harassment than our own great tradition of civil liberties
which your own department, in happy comtrast to the days of World War I,
has done so much to sustain during these trying times. .

) I have no personal acquaintance with Mr. Pound; but I am making _
this minute gesture--and how I wish it dddn't have to be made { --because 4
of my grateful admiration for his literary achieyement: I realize you
cannot be expected to give up the case against him entirely, but surely

a

e i@/ ’ ‘
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confinementétfr one or .we years under conditions(faich woul&gﬁénmit him
to continue writing his 'great poem, Cantos, would be an adequate tdstimo-
ny to the displeasure,of his country at his extra-aesthetic actiyities.
The really appropriate penalty would be exile, but I understand 't is
not within the power of your department to press for such a sentence.

T have no brief whatsoever for the Americans who have been broadcasting
for Germany and Japan; to my mind, they fall into an entirely different
category. But I‘shouid not. like my government to make the grave error
of executing so illustrious a representative of American pdwer in the
realm of poetry or of checking him in his efforts to complete a work

which may well rank with Moby Dick or Leaves of Grass as a national
.classic. '

o
o3

Yours trulv.

(e, ()

e
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JOHN HAYES

X" %\ . U
\\\ ‘ ’ SIXTY FOURTH STREET
. AND UNIVERSITY AVENUE - .

" May 10,1945, CHICAGO

. Attorney - General,. TRETIG A .
' LI-E‘ Depertment of Just “ec,R AL DIVISION |

' Washmgton, D.Cc oy .{
L g

‘nll\ll

‘ v : I see that the first of the traiterous Axis

- breadcastera, Ezra Poundy has been caprtured and I wish, .
‘ to notify.you that I have returned from overseas duty with -

the Office of Strategic Services. I am therefore available

as a-witness.for the prosecution of Pound, Ke.hjenbach, Best,
A:nderson, etce ' ‘

You will recall that you photostated the files

; of my Chicago Times-MBS Shortwave Listening Post at (oi7(cC)
i TCeH in 1943 when-I also deposited ~ -

‘with your Denver: ofﬁ.ce, ¥BI, the eriginal material before

oo leaving for the ETO. I am probably the only one whe

' consistently observed;, and commented on, the traitor

broadeasts since the beginning of the wer in 1939, and I .
' petitioned you on their 'behalf already in June 1940. S

L 1 s.m temporarily staying at sbove address but {
. shall-soon return to my home, lp; 7(C)

. - for which reason-I am mailing & copy of this letter to the - -~ .-
: ' FBI, Denver. , ‘ ' l

= .
Hoping afid wishing that you will bring all the o
_.»trs.itors to: Justice, I remain : Sk

-7 s o
Mg Sz gy le,"((C)

DEFA’T,‘T?;'}’"NT OF JUSTICE
21945
DIVISiaN 8F REGORDS
-~ INTERNAL Srom

Sincerely yours, v B ‘

o

‘otar
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a.ml thet ths tollodng swmar Pound came to tho United States and

" Ypstured st Horvard. The report of Spesisd Agens (&, 7(C.) '
ditied ab Hewark, Hew Jetrwy, ¥arch 17, 1843, disolosos that Pound returned
to tho Unlted -Stabes aocording to - err1CcH tho lags -

few days of 1938 or the early part of 19551 it is therefors requested that
e Ce) be reinterviewsd as to what year Mr, Pound returned to the
United Sbu-'con as lﬂaﬁ appears to be S$ho correot’ dates

,Rerprcnco is made to the repord of Spovinl Agent le, 7(C)
. dated at New York City April 8, 1888 Ib is nobtod that the abovow

mentionod repart discloses thnt beﬁm&n Docomber 11, 1841 =mnd Bay 10,
1943, (47(¢) vwhile golrg ulong.s ¥f¥est in Roms with s polies guard
saw walking aldng the sbrestimifliont eny guard and moving eboub
~ fruclye. Ibis mgmntgd that i be. ﬁnnormm ir .

/ c) _. \

formerly Vieo Consul at Genon, Ibaly, i3 & the tims of sald ropcrc on
leave from the Stzto Papariment, is amia‘bie as o witness.

It is noted that an ardicle in the Hay 18, 1948 Lssue of the Cbaerver- C e
Dispatch, Utlea, New York, contaizw %he foXlowing:

"In Hay, 1942, Pound attempted to roturn to this

. oountry from Italy, but was denied permission by

. Goorge Wndsworth, Ameriesn charge dVaffeires in

" Rume, to board & diplematle train which carried
the last group of Americans {rom Romp to Lisbon, -
where they boarded a ghip bound for this country."

It 1s réguested that Mre Wadsworth be interviewed relative to all the-
inforzation he has about Esra Pound and his sotivitles in Italy end
whoathey he was denied permission to board a diplomatic train caxrrying - .
Amorlosnar-out of Italy o boaxd a ship to return to the United Statess

-*
.
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their local Fleld ‘Office’the."0ffice of Orlgln“ of. thls and other
,._utrea.son cages which have arisen outside the:, United States, fox:th
‘reason that prosecutlon, if.instituted, would 4in- all proba'bili.
be in the.Pistrict of Colmnbla. . Ve a.dw.sed{that we had no object o
“to. such procedure al‘chough we. could not: asa,'re him that prosecut on,
f any, would be An the District of Columbi :

‘We alao dlscusaed the urgent necesslty that two wi’cnesses

o be developed who . can testlfy to the same overt act of treason. & /7(5)

v ' stated that he fully understood this: consti’cutlonal requlrement
Cand that the European representatives of: the Bureau were also cogmzant“
_of this fact and of the desire of the Department that one or more acts .~
" of broadcasting or- of making recordlngs for broadcast purposes be . :
~‘established by two witnesses. He advised, further, that he would again
call these matters to the attention of the Bureau's Rome representa'fnve A
" and smphasize the faot that such w‘ltnesses should be located as soon a3
possxble.




STANDARD PORM NO,-64 a Q - “;f;‘ I
Se A
=5 . . g a o - F

fiCe ~M677207'&lﬂd%7% * UNITED STATES E%V"ERNMENT

S

: o *
TO : The Files \ DATE: August lh, 1945
- FROM : Samuel Oy Ely /04/6 SCE:ly
SUBJECT: KEzra Pound - Treason . 146-7-3672 5~“
. . ﬁ

Special Agent , {p,77(C)  of the FBI conferred today
with Messrs. Nathan T. Elllff bopald B. Anderson and the writer
relative to the contents of a. letter received from the Bureau
representative in Home, Italy, pertaining to witnesses developed
in this case; The letter disclosed that two technicians at the
Rome Radio 35tation had both been present on at least ten different
dates when Pound had made recordings for broadcast to the United
States. The witnesses could not recall the dates or otherwise
identify the times that they saw and heard Pound make his recordings,
but remembered only that it was during the years 194,2-43. These
witnesses do not understand the English language,

The letter disclosed that two other witnesses had
Jointly seen and heard Pound make recordings on at least ten fﬂ_;;N\
different occasions during the years 1941-43 while at the HKinistry QL T

of Popular Culture. These dates cannot be recalled by the witnesses, ===l

nor can they identify the subject matter of the talks-as they do not
understand the Xnglish language.

It was suggested to (¢, /)(C) -hat the Bureau's Rome
representative should further interview these witnesses for the
purpose of identifying, as closely as p0551ble the dates on which
two persons saw the subject make recordings. = {z'l(c) advised
that this would be done, that he would furnish us the information
contained in the letter in the form of a memorandum in the near
fﬁiure, and that the memorandum would set out the additional
investigation to be conducted as suggested by us.
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a7 Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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) TO. e

" Theron L. Caudle, Assistent Attorney General,  DATE: September &, 1945’

. ) Criminal Division
FROM Nathan T. EL1iff, Chief, Internal Security Section DBA:1lr
SUBJECT: EZRA rQUND; ' : 1,,6-7=3672
THEASON,

. a
The following is a brief summary of the evidence
developed to date in this case:

Pound was born October 30, 1885 at Hailey, Idaho.
In signed statements made to Special Agent (200, on
¥ay 6 and Hay 7, 1945, he discloses that he has never renounced
his 01t1zensh1p. : :

Several State Department documents disclose that he
continued to claim American citizenship although he returned to the
United States for short periods of time only twice since 1908. The
most recent of such documents is an aopllcatlon for a replacement

. passport, submitted on April 4, 1941, to < 77 United States
Consul, Venice, Italy. '

Cr Yay 7, 1945, a letter from Pound to &,'i{¢; was found
in subject's home vhich is dated November 13, 1943, It contains among
other things the following:

"I am an American but I have been waging a war

much longer than that vhich broke out in 1939.t
) A letter to Attorney General Biddle, contains the
following: ‘

"I obtained the concession to speak over Home.
radio with the following proviso. Namely that nothing
should be asked of me contrary to my conscience or
contrary to my duties as an American citizen.“

The ¥BI has furnished the Department a considerable
amount of documentary evidence relating to Pound's broadcasting activities,
including personal letters, original manuscripts, requests and receipts
for payments for services rendered and record books from the Rome radio
station and the Xinistry of Popular Culture. Numerous individuals have
been interviewed but until recently two persons had not been located who .
could testify as to the "same overt act,

.
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Pound wrote his manuscripts at his home and took them

to the Ministry of Popular Culture for auorovel (e 7(C has
knowledge of this as does . ley?e @ . and
e, 10C radio station techn1c1ans on at least ten

occasions between 1942 and 1943, saw and heard Pound make recordings
while they were both present at the Rome radio station E.I.A.R. They
are unable to identify the nature of the recordings as they do not
understand ngllsh They can also identify entries in the official
record books of the radio station.
oo 70T saw and heard

Pound make the same recordings on at least ten different occasions
during the years 1941-43 at the Ministry of Popular Culture, but they
cannot better fix the dates of these occaslons or identify the
recordings, They do not understand the English language.

Loy 10a™ employees of radio
station E.I1.4.R. transmitted round's recordings via short-wave to the
United States at least one-hundred times in 1942 and until September,

1943,

Le T saw Pound make three recordings in 1942,
also saw Pound make recordings in 1942, but not the same
ones that .. .. . saw. Fal T saw Found make many recordings

in the first hdll of 1943,

! ¥

IS can testify as to payments to Pound
in 1942 for his broadcast work.

An official of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service,
Federal Communications Commission, can testify as to the monitoring of

broadcests and produce 2ll of the recordings made by Federal Communications

s _1,:, e

Commission. F.C.C. engineer, can testify that from

the strength of the 51gnals received during the recordings, it was apparent

that the broadcasts viere beamed to Horth America.

Lo Po ' and others can

testify to hearing a few of Found's broadcasts in the United States and
recognizing his voice.

Pound has been given two independent psychiatric examinations

by irmy doctors. Their reports were requested and have been furnished
us by the ¥ar Department.




The FBI has just advised that its representative in

FRome has seen a copy of the Italian Code which provides, among
other things, that the Italian Governmment was to control completely
all short-wave foreign broadcasts,

R L
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Mr. Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General ,DATE: September 12, 1945
Criminal Division

: Mr. Nathan T. E1liff, Chief, Internal Security Section NTE:1r

EZRA POUND;

146-7-3672 ‘%Q
TREASCN.

-

Reference is made to my memorahdum dated September 6, 1945,
concerning the evidence developed to date inm this cass.

You will recall thaet on September 5, 1948, you stated that
you had talked to the Attorney Generel and that he advised that Pound
should be brought back for prosecution in the District of Columbia as
soon as possible. I mentioned at the time that several matters would
have to be considered before we requested the Army to return Pound.

It should be determined now, if possible, who is to present

-the case to the grend jury and try the case. Mr. Ely of my section

has worked on this case for three years and should, I believe, have a
leading part in the trial, Mr. Anderson, also of my section, has been
working on the case for the past several months and will elso be avail-
able. However, it may be that someone should be assigned to the case
in addition to Mr. Ely and Mr. Andsrson. If this is done, it would he
helpful to hevc such person's views as to the evidence and witnesses

at this time before Pound is returned.

Plens should be made to secure s new indictment as socn as
possible aftér Pound's return. This presents the questicn of what
witnesses should be brought from Italy to be used before the grand

jury. Arrangements for these witnesses should be made at the same
time that Pound's return is requested.

My thought is that ) Lo, (<

are the two witnesses to be relied on to prove the necessary overt act.
Each of them saw and heard Pound meke numerous recordings while working
for the Itelian govermment's redio station., However, they could not
understand what Pound said since they do not spesk English. On at least
ten occasions in 1942 and 1943 they were both present and saw and heard
Pound make the same recording, but they are unable to identify the dates.
We have requested the Bureau to ‘see if they casmnot furnish more specific

Anformation as to the dates of these ¢ccesions, but we have had no further

word.

My view is that these two witnesses can provide the necessary
‘direct testimony to the seme overt act of aid and comfort, as required
by the Cramer decision. This is true, even though they may not be able

[
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